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MY CLUB  E XPER I EN C E

  Welcome 
to the Boys & Girls Clubs 
of the Fox Valley, seen 
through the eyes of our 
Club members as they 
share how their time   
at the Club has uniquely 
impacted their lives.

The Club is a safe place to hang out with all 

my friends after school, get my homework 

done on time, and play games like Chess. I’ve 

really improved because Chess Club taught 

me so many new strategies and moves!

Boys & Girls Clubs of Appleton, Highlands  

Elementary School, and Wilson Middle School

OSCAR

age 14
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My favorite part of Club 

is playing basketball in 

the gym with my  

“brothers.” I’ve known 

my boys since we were 

cadets at the Club of 

Appleton and we love to 

play ball. The Club has 

always been there for me 

and helped me by giving 

me a place to hang out 

after school.

The Boys & Girls Club of 
Appleton and The CLUB 
Teen Center of Menasha

I love everything about 

Club! It is fun and has 

helped me learn better 

manners. I really like 

STRIDE Academy where 

we can play computer 

games. It taught me to 

read better.

Boys & Girls Club of  
Badger Elementary School

I love Club because it’s 

so much fun. My favorite 

part is "Dinosaur Club" 

where I learned how to 

build a dinosaur using 

salt dough. 

Boys & Girls Club of Little 
Chute Elementary School6
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I really like to go to Club 

every day in the summer 

because there are a lot 

of activities. My favorite 

is the STEM lab where 

I can learn and have fun. 

The Healthy Habits Food 

Program has taught me 

about healthy meals. 

Club is amazing!

Boys & Girls Club of 
Menasha

I really love that I can get 

help with my homework 

after school and have fun 

with the staff. We even go 

on field trips! This year 

I participated in the 

SMART Girls program, 

where I learned good 

communication skills.

Boys & Girls Clubs of  
Highlands Elementary 
School and Wilson  
Middle School

5
My favorite part of Club 

is free time and play time 

with Mrs. Driessen.  

I get help with my  

reading and Coloring Club 

taught me to spell and 

color my name. I also get 

a snack every day!

Boys & Girls Club of 
Little Chute 
Elementary School

8
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“If it wasn’t for the Boys & Girls Club,     
 I wouldn’t be me.”

Martin Luther King Jr. once said, “I have a dream.” You see, I have  

a dream, too. My dream is to go to Lawrence University. Every  

Boys & Girls Club has programs such as SMART Girls, Beautiful You,  

STRIDE Academy, ImageMakers, and Drama Matters. These  

programs can make dreams into possibilities. 

It is possible that I can go to Lawrence University.

It is possible that you can get straight A’s. 

It is possible that I can be an actress. 

It is possible that you can go to Harvard. 

You see, these programs create our futures. These programs teach 

us things that our smart phones cannot. If it wasn’t for these 

programs and the staff who have guided me, I would not be who I 

am today. All of these programs. All of the staff. If it wasn’t for the 

Jaylee Walker is a member of The CLUB Teen Center of Appleton and shared these remarks 
at the 2017 Vintage in the Valley event to an audience of hundreds.

Boys & Girls Club, I wouldn’t be me. These programs have helped 

me see what was hard for me to see and push out the negativity. 

Miss Dannielle’s SMART Girls gave me the tools to stay safe and 

aware in my neighborhood and school. Miss Madelynn’s 

Beautiful You opened my eyes up to the power and strength  

I possess. Mr. Josh’s STRIDE Academy taught me math skills 

before I learned them in school. Miss Krista’s ImageMakers gave 

me the opportunity to see the world through a different lens. Miss 

Isabel’s Drama Matters demonstrated the power of strong words 

and how to use them. The Boys & Girls Club gave me dreams. 

Gave me possibilities. It has sculpted me into the young woman 

who stands before you. If it was not for the Boys & Girls Club, 

I wouldn't be me: Smart. Strong. Powerful. Beautiful.

OUR  S TO R I ES
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“My hope from the Show is that when they are in their 20's or 30's, 
they will remember this day and it will inspire them in whatever  
way or place they may need at that time.”  

— Abigail Kuehl, Bold Salon owner

Recognizing the many wonderful things our Club 

members do is an essential part of the Club  

Experience. From putting art on the wall to sending 

positive notes home to Club members’ parents, Club 

staff love finding ways to celebrate our kids. Brayden, 

age 12, was honored recently as Youth of the Year at 

the Boys & Girls Club of Badger Elementary School. 

Brayden has been a Club member since 1st grade 

and according to Lynn Hawkins, the Director of the 

Boys & Girls Club of Badger Elementary School, 

“Brayden is involved in several different Clubs and 

activities. He follows Club rules, is respectful to 

everyone, has fun, and is always willing to help out.” 

Brayden’s participated in many programs including: 

Science Club, MegaBites, Torch Club, Healthy Habits 

Food Program, Manners Club, Lego League, and 

SMART Dudes. He’s been Youth of the Week several 

times during his six years in Club and has a passion 

for community service. 

Celebrating our  
Club Members

in front of a roomful of delighted  

supporters. The Beautiful You and 

SMART Girls program is a small-group 

health, fitness, and self-esteem  

enhancement program designed  

to meet the developmental needs  

of young girls. Through dynamic 

sessions with adult women, Club girls 

explore societal attitudes and values 

along with their own as they build  

skills for eating right, staying physically  

fit, getting good health care, and  

developing positive relationships with 

peers and adults.

Self-confidence is nurtured and grown 

when children receive recognition for 

expressing themselves, whether it be 

through their words, music, art, or, as 

was the case this past April, through 

fashion! The Club’s Beautiful You and 

SMART Girls program collaborated with 

Bold Salon and Antidote 1848 to put 

together an Earth Month Hair Show. 

Club members chose and created 

replicas of their own distinctive flowers, 

made friends with some wonderful 

adult role models, and found the  

courage to show off their creations  

Beautiful You  
& SMART Girls
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 Peacemakers
"It's fun to help other kids solve problems," 

says Jordan. He and Isabella, members of the 

Boys & Girls Club of Little Chute Elementary 

School, team up once a week to help mediate 

conflicts with other Club members as they 

arise. The Peacemakers program, a peer 

mediation group led by volunteer Elisabeth 

Allen, helps fourth grade Club members learn 

conflict resolution and problem-solving skills. 

Isabella, age 9 and Jordan, age 9

“The Club was a great place to 
go after school and during the 
summer. The staff were good 
role models. They encouraged us 
to be active, follow the rules, and 
be nice to each other – great 
examples for building good char-
acter and becoming successful.”

Tim today holding his BGCFV “Good Sport of 
the Year 2000” Award

Alumni Profile:  
Tim VanGrinsven, Jr.
Tim VanGrinsven, Jr. was eight years old when he joined the  

Boys & Girls Clubs of the Fox Valley in 1998, the year it opened. 

Now 26, Tim credits his Club experience for his career path.  

“When the Appleton Police officers spoke to us at the Club,  

I realized that I wanted to work in criminal justice to improve  

the community.” Tim went on to earn a Bachelor of Science  

degree in Criminal Justice Studies from the University of North  

Dakota and now oversees security operations at a hospital in  

Grand Forks, North Dakota.

OUR  S TO R I ES

Tim with APD Lt. Jeff Miller in 1999

Tim holding his BGCFV  
“Good Sport of the Year 2000” award.

Tim at Club in 2000



Great Futures Mentoring Program
The Boys & Girls Clubs’ Great Futures  

Mentoring Program helps give young people 

a lasting connection to a caring adult, the 

one thing that will always make the biggest 

difference in a child’s life. Dominique Bledsoe 

(right) knows that being a positive role model 

for young people is the best way to make a 

lasting difference. 

“Being able to make a difference in a kid’s 
life is a remarkable feeling. It gives me  
the greatest joy when a member walks 
into Club with a smile on their face, looking 
forward to telling me about their day. We 
create such a connection with each other 
that I know it’s going to be lifelong.” 

— Dominique Bledsoe, Great Futures Mentor

Being there 
when kids  
need us most
Change is a part of life, yet too much change 

can be stressful, especially for a child. Families 

move, loved ones die, parents divorce, jobs  

are lost, and kids switch schools – all are 

examples of the experiences our children often 

face. The Center for Grieving Children’s Sprout 

and Changes programs, for Boys & Girls Club 

members ages six to 11, build resiliency skills 

that increase their ability to cope with these 

difficult and stressful times in their lives.

Erin Hollister, Center for Grieving Children 
Program Coordinator, uses “Bob McFeeling” 
during an activity that helps children  
understand how emotions affect their bodies.
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1,064 $520 187,651

93%

5,017
92%

98%

79%

675,000 $42
91%

Number of Club members served 

on average each school day.

The approximate average  

cost to provide services to 

one Club member for one year.

free and nutritious meals and snacks served.

Club members participated  

in Club-led community  

service projects.

82%
of members surveyed 

engage in at least three 

days per week of  

physical activities.

of those surveyed 

reported that participation 

in the Center for Grieving 

Children helped the child 

feel less alone.

65%

100%
of counseling services  

were provided at no cost 

to families.

reduction in truancy 

rates of students served 

through the Truancy  

Reduction & Assessment 

Center (TRAC).

street outreach contacts made 

by the Club's Runaway & 

Homeless Youth Services team.

of Club members engage   

in volunteerism at least  

once per month.

of clients surveyed 

report reduced symptoms  

following counseling 

services.

of Club members are on 

track to graduate on time.

of Club members surveyed 

report they receive "mostly 

A's or B's" in school.

Approximate hours members spent at the 

Club in 2016, a 4% increase from 2015.
The average annual cost to a Club 

member's family for one child. of teens surveyed abstain 

from alcohol.

ACADEMIC 
SUCCESS

GOOD 
CHARACTER 
& CITIZENSHIP

HEALTHY 
LIFESTYLES

YOUTH & 
FAMILY SERVICES

11,945
Total youth served

2,000

56%

free and nutritious meals 

and snacks served.
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Dear Friends, 
Our Boys & Girls Club embraces the promise born 
into every young person that they can, with enough 
care, opportunity, and encouragement along the way, 
reach their full potential and make a lasting, positive 
contribution to our world. This is essentially what 
the Club Experience is all about. 
 
Delivering this Club Experience at the highest level is 
the most important thing we can do for our children. 
Every day our team strives to provide to as many young 
people as possible:

 Supportive relationships
 A safe, positive environment
 Recognition for who kids are and what they can achieve
 Opportunity
 Fun and a sense of belonging

We know the challenges facing our children continue to grow, yet we remain 
confident and enthused because an Optimal Boys & Girls Club Experience is 
truly transformative. We also know that we are not on this journey alone. 
You, our friends and supporters, continue to rise to the challenges facing our 
young people too.

Thank you for bringing so much hope, inspiration, and opportunity into 
the lives of so many. 
 
In deepest appreciation,

Greg Lemke-Rochon 
Chief Executive Officer

OPPORTUNITY

RECOGNITION

OUR  FUTURE  IMPAC T

SAFETY

FUN

SUPPORT
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Impact of the Club Experience

OLDER TEENS ARE:
(ages 16 & older)

YOUNGER
TEENS ARE:
(ages 13 to 15)

YOUTH ARE:
(ages 9 to 12)

11

  
 Boys & Girls Clubs offer a 

high-quality Club Experience  
that meets young people’s needs of feeling safe, being connected  

to caring adults, and receiving recognition and ongoing support. 



Impact of the Club Experience

OUR  FUTURE  IMPAC T

42%

39%

42%

40%

16%

20%

more likely 
to volunteer 
monthly

less likely to 
smoke 
marijuana

more likely to 
believe that 
school work is 
meaningful

more likely to be on 
track to graduate 
from high school

more likely to be 
physically active five or 
more days per week

more likely to be 
on track to graduate 
high school
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• Globally competitive graduates with the skills for college 
and career-readiness

• Able to make healthy decisions that lead to physical, social, 
and emotional well-being

• Ready to become engaged citizens who serve the community 
and model strong leadership

The Optimal Club Experience is powerful! Club members who report having  
a high-quality Club Experience are more likely to achieve positive outcomes. 

The Club features programs that target our priority outcome areas, such as  
Project Learn, Youth of the Year, and Triple Play, which result in thousands of  
resilient Fox Cities area young adults who are:
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FISCAL YEAR JANUARY 1, 2016 – DECEMBER 31, 2016

REVENUE

Contributions  ................................................................................ 40%

Government  .................................................................................. 18%

United Way  ..................................................................................... 8%

Special Events  .............................................................................. 18%

In-Kind (non-cash) Contributions  ..................................................... 10%

Program Services  ............................................................................ 6%

Total Revenue  ...................................................................  $3,546,030

Net Assets Released from Restriction  ....................................  $361,758

Total Support and Other Revenue  .......................................  $3,907,788

EXPENSES

Programming  ................................................................................ 86%

Administration  ................................................................................. 7%

Fundraising  ..................................................................................... 7%

Total Expenses Before Depreciation  ....................................  $3,681,734

Total Expenses  ..................................................................  $4,070,266

 

2016 audited financial statements are available at bgclubfoxvalley.org.

Administration

Programming

Fundraising

EXPENSES

Contributions

Government

United Way

Special Events

Program Services

In-Kind Contributions

REVENUE

Administration

Programming

Fundraising

EXPENSES

Contributions

Government

United Way

Special Events

Program Services

In-Kind Contributions

REVENUE

OFFICERS

Tim Kippenhan
President

Tim Temby
1st Vice President

Lance Crane
2nd Vice President

Ted Goodwin
3rd Vice President

Shannon Bazinow
Secretary

Christopher Schmidt
Treasurer

Doug Simon

Immediate Past President

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

Lee Allinger

Lisbeth W. Bax

Shannon Bazinaw

John Carew

Rick Dercks

William A. Faster 

Daniel T. Flaherty

Chris Gruber

Mark Jenike

Nancy Johnshoy

Wilson Jones

Troy Kohl

Tony Kromanaker

Dustin McClone

Pat Ness

Angelo Ninivaggi

Maame Yaa B.

Norman, PhD

David W. Rause

Bill Renz

Steve Seifert

Jeffrey Werner

Steve Wieckert

NEW DIRECTORS
2017 

Nan Bunnow 

Mary Goggans 

Dave Lambert 

Chris LeFever 

Laura Reed

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  2 0 1 6 F I N A N C I A L S
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CONNECT WITH US

United Way Fox Cities
 

HEADQUARTERS
160 S. Badger Ave. | Appleton, WI 54914

(920) 731-0555

Our Boys & Girls Clubs

Boys & Girls Club of Appleton

& the CLUB Teen Center of Appleton

Boys & Girls Club of Menasha

& the CLUB Teen Center of Menasha

Boys & Girls Club of

Badger Elementary School

Boys & Girls Club of

Columbus Elementary School

Boys & Girls Club of

Foster Elementary School

Boys & Girls Club of

Highlands Elementary School

Boys & Girls Club of

Kaleidoscope Academy

Boys & Girls Club of

Little Chute Elementary School

Boys & Girls Club of

Wilson Middle School

Youth & Family Services

160 S. Badger Ave. | Appleton, WI 54914

(920) 731-0555

Center for Grieving Children

Counseling

Truancy Intervention

Runaway & Homeless Youth

B OY S  &  G I R L S  C L U B S
O F  T H E  F O X  VA L L E Y


