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STAR (Scholars on Target to Achieve Results) is a culturally responsive academic engagement support 
program for middle and high school Black / African American students in the Appleton and Menasha 
school districts. Significant disparities exist in educational attainment based on race. STAR was created 
to help reduce the racial disparity in academic achievement.
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What does it mean to be on-track? 					   
*with available data

GPA	   Credit Accrual 	 Course Performance	    
(2.0+)           (6 credits/yr)  	 (C=lowest letter grade)  

2019-2020

SCHOLARS 
SERVED TO DATE

515 

9 COORDINATORS
5 MIDDLE SCHOOLS 
4 HIGH SCHOOLS IN
APPLETON & MENASHA 

Funding for the STAR program is made possible by generous support including gifts from United Way Fox Cities, Thrivent Financial Foundation, ThedaCare Community Health Action Team Fund*, Mielke Family Foundation*,
Herb Kohl Philanthropies, the Bright Ideas Fund*, Women's Fund for the Fox Valley Region*, and the Basic Needs Giving Partnership Fund within the Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region supported by the U.S. Venture 
Fund for Basic Needs and the J. J. Keller Foundation and other community partners.   *A fund or supporting organization located within the Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region, Inc.

“Being able to have 
1-on-1 meetings with 
someone that I knew 

really cared about 
me, respected me as 

a black female in a 
predominately white 

high school, and wanted 
me to succeed in 

everything I did was a 
game changer for me."

STAR OBJECTIVES

Olivia first joined STAR two years ago 
at a time when she was feeling anxious 
and overwhelmed about everything she 
needed to do to prepare for college. 

Her STAR Coordinator, Dennetra was 
there for her every step of the way. 
She helped edit essays, applications, 
set aside time to have all of her STAR 
Scholars search and apply for 
scholarships and more. Olivia shared 
"There is no way I could have gotten 
two full tuition scholarships without 
the help of Ms. Dennetra." STAR 
helped Olivia become a more 
confident Scholar.

This recent Appleton North High 
School graduate will be attending 
UW-Madison this fall.
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Increase 
School 
Engagement

Improve
Graduation 
Rates

Improve Post 
Secondary
Enrollment 

"(STAR) has helped 
me achieve my goals 
throughout high school 
and never doubted me 
when I was doubting 
myself." 

-Ceci, STAR Scholar

-Olivia, STAR Scholar
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21

Ceci joined STAR her freshman 
year in hopes it would help her get 
motivated to do her best in school. 

She shared that STAR was 
a tremendous supporter for her 
knowing she always had her STAR 
Coordinator, Tori to talk to about 
whatever she was going through.  

76%
GRADUATED

NEW
SCHOLARS

386
SCHOLARS

33,593
TOTAL  CONTACTS*

*Includes contacts with Scholars, families, school staff, and other agencies. 



OUR MISSION: To inspire and enable all young people, especially those who need us most, to reach their 
full potential as productive, responsible, and caring citizens.


